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Hello, good-bye: ONA President welcomes soon-to-be successor 
 

By Keith Engler 
ONA President 

 
     Well, I look forward to the new 
leadership continuing with the goals we 
started last year: beautification, build-
ing community, and neighborhood in-
volvement. The current board will meet 
one more time to set the budget for next 
year.  Everybody knows prices are go-
ing up (especially gas), so the budget 
will be tight next year. 
     I think I made the correct decision to 
not continue for another year ― not be-
cause of the budget nor because I can-
not think of anything more to write, but  

 
because I am pretty busy now in my new 
job. 
     I was in Chicago just last week for 
work, and I ate at Lou Malnati’s 
Pizzeria, which was voted the best in 
Chicago.  It baffles me how we can put a 
man on the moon, yet we cannot take a 
proven method to make pizza and trans-
fer the recipe to Dallas. If pizza recipes 
are all controlled by the mafia, then I 
think our city council should do a better 
job of bringing the mafia to Garland. I 
will bring it up to Mark Monroe the next 
time we speak. 
     At this point you all are probably 
coming to the exact same conclusion as  
 

 
me. I really am giving up the 
presidency because I cannot think of 
anything else to write about! Let’s face 
it: if I was really that busy at work, 
what would I be doing eating pizza and 
washing it down with a nice amber 
beer, which I failed to mention earlier?  
     Seriously, I do look forward to the 
leadership of Mike and Martha Dollar 
in the upcoming year. I cannot think of 
a better person to take over than Mike 
and I cannot think of a better name for a 
first lady than Martha. 
 

Kindest regards, 
Keith

Garland signs deal with Trammell Crow for developing downtown 
 

By Mark Monroe 
District 7 City Councilman 

 
     I thought I would take this time to 
share exciting news about the develop-
ment in downtown.  The city has ann-
ounced a partnership with Trammell 
Crow to begin design work for the new 
transit-oriented development, which in-
cludes retail, commercial, and resi-
dential opportunities near the Dart Rail 
line.  
     Also, the city has also completed its 
transaction with the county to trade the 
county buildings for the old Kroger 
store on Garland Road and Main Street,  
 

 
allowing the Eastfield campus to begin 
the construction process.  Keep your eye 
on downtown; you’ll see progress soon. 
     The City of Garland held the “We 
The People II” conference, which 
focuses on diversity issues affecting the 
city.  I was excited to see the progress 
the Community Multicultural Commi-
ssion has made over the last three years 
     I am hopeful the commission moves 
forward with the plan to build a center in 
the downtown area that can focus and 
teach our children about the many 
different cultures that make up our great 
city.   I also believe this center can be a 
building block for our downtown arts 
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district theme by providing some much 
needed museum space. 
     There are many great things going 
on in Garland, and I am excited to be a 
very small part of it.  Thank you for this 
opportunity! 

Daytimers learn about history of Garland 
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     The directors of the Oakridge COP 
Program attended an awards ceremony 
for Garland police officers.  Find out 
who won what.  Page 3 
     No ant mounds means no ants, right?  
Wrong!  Fire ants may go underground, 
but they’re still alive.  Find out how to 
treat your yard for them.  Page 5 
     Did you know that gardening can be 
a health benefit?  There are plenty of 
reasons you should be out there plant-
ing this spring.  Page 7 

 

 
By Dianne Winter 

Oakridge Daytimers 
 

     The Daytimers welcomed spring as 
they gathered on April 11 at the beauty-
ful home of June Parks with food host-
esses Shirley Larson, Doris Autrey, 
Audrey Golden, and Sally Weiss. They 
did not suspect a wonderful history less-
on was in store for them. 
     In the business meeting, President 
Suzanne Snow asked for committee rep-
orts, and Audrey King announced  

 
birthdays and concerns of the month. 
Visitors Helen Mikel and Angie, the 
daughter of Beth Fagan, were intro-
duced. 
    Sally Weiss announced a time change 
for the meeting of the ETC group, 
which is working diligently to supply a 
creative “surprise” for the upcoming 
luncheon.  Daytimers have been making 
reservations with Jo Ann Williams for 
this luncheon, which will be at the  
 

See Vacationing on page 2

 


