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ONA seeking new members, volunteers 
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     It may be September, but you’d 
never know it by the heat.  Cool off 
with Trudy Schmidt’s recipe for Orange 
Freeze.  Page 3 
     Crickets are back!  Unfortunately, so 
is that midnight chirping — unless you 
know how to keep the nuisances away 
from your yard.  Page 4 
     Now that Ojeda’s has left, are you 
looking for a good, nearby Mexican 
food place?  Jo Ann Williams recomm-
ends Desperado’s.  Page 5 
     Wondering what the City of Garland 
has done to help victims of Hurricane 
Katrina?  Read the city’s press release 
on this topic.  Page 6 
     The opening of the Firewheel Town 
Center is just around the corner.  See a 
list of some of its shops.  Page 7 

 

By Keith Engler 
ONA President 

 

     I see people in Oakridge walking, 
jogging, golfing, and socializing at all 
hours. Don and Mary Pattie just got new 
bikes and have been riding the Duck 
Creek bike trail. Being an avid cyclist, I 
consider this trail an added bonus for 
living in Oakridge. You can access the 
trail by crossing Beltline at Laurel Oaks 
and take the alley behind the old Target. 
The trail starts just across Jupiter after 
exiting from the Target parking lot. This 
trail extends 7 miles ending at Renner 
Road and Central Expressway. It would 
be fun to see more Oakridgers riding that 
trail. 
     The Garland Neighborhood Vitality 
projects that Oakridge applied for are 
nearing completion, with Nelson Prater  

 
doing a fantastic job coordinating this 
effort. The bridge has been painted, the 
irrigation along Buckingham has been 
installed, and the lighting in the 
entrances should be completed soon. 
     Now that the bridge has been 
painted, the chain link fence looks 
worse. If we have any fence people in 
the neighborhood, it would be nice to 
redo that fence with hunter green, vinyl- 
coated fence material. 
     Maintaining the sprinklers is a major 
part of what the ONA does — and it is 
very expensive. A check valve broke at 
Ridge Oak and Jupiter and dumped a 
considerable amount of water onto the 
Houston’s house. This valve sticks out 
of the ground and is vulnerable to freez- 
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ONA releases membership statistics, aspires for goal of 75 percent 
  

 
 
 

 

By Mike and Martha Dollar 
ONA Membership Committee 

 
     This has been mine and Martha’s 
first experience in managing ONA 
Member-ship, and consequently the last 
three months have been busy ones. As 
returned invoices pour in, several thank 
yous are requisite from the beginning. 
     First, to Sherri Rutherford-Franks 
for making numerous trips to the post 
office and bringing returned invoices to 
our home to record. Second, to the 
many beautifi-cation donors who were 
gracious beyond their annual dues. 
These neighbors are so generous, and 
the entire Oakridge community is 
grateful to have this caliber folks living 
right here among us. 
     Another big thank you goes to those 
of you who indicated “willing to help” 
on your invoice. Our community 
receives huge benefits from the volun-
teerism in this neighborhood. And the 
reality of our situation is: if no one 
steps forward to help, then it won’t get 
done. 
     Finally, to those who are new to the 
neighborhood and the association, wel- 

 
come! Let it be known that the ONA 
board, elected officers, committees, and 
membership have an appreciation for 
these above recognized members. 
     It should also be known that over half 
of last year’s members rejoined upon the 
first mailing of the invoice, accompanied 
by a 40 percent growth the next month, 
and 14 percent last month.  Of the seven 
ONA districts in Oakridge, some are 
doing much better than others. Our 
highest district (2) has 56 percent 
membership, while the lowest (3) has 
about 25 percent. Our goal is 75 percent, 
and our desire is full participation and 

 
community involvement. 
     Our district directors and I plan to 
continue throughout the year to implore 
more to join, as I hope you will. It’s 
always worth asking your neighbor, 
“Are you an ONA member?” next time 
you see them. They may only need to 
hear about our mission and goals, our 
diligence in maintenance and repair, or 
our desire to create friendships and 
community. 
     Please feel free to share these things 
with your neighbors, and don’t forget 
www.oakridgena.com as a great infor-
mation resource. 

 
 

2005-2006 ONA MEMBERSHIP DATA 
 

District Households Members, 8-29-05 Percentage 
1 186 81 44 % 
2 153 85 56 % 
3 141 32 23 % 
4 152 74 49 % 
5 190 61 32 % 
6 124 39 31 % 
7 222 91 41 % 

TOTAL 1,168 463 40 % 
 


