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Revitalization Strategy to be discussed at October general meeting

By Mike Dollar
ONA President

I am very excited about our up-
coming ONA General Membership
meeting on October 5 at the Oakridge
Country Club, for two reasons:

First, we are implementing an
agenda which allows for time to meet
and greet non-ONA residents and soc-
1alize over refreshments. Oh, and did 1
mention the contest? Please bring your
non-member neighbors to this meeting.
We need more members, and the more
neighbors you invite, the better chance
you’ll have of winning.

Second, we will be hearing a special
guest presentation on the much talked
about City of Garland Neighborhood
Revitalization Strategy. As you know,
Oakridge was selected to participate as
an Outreach Neighborhood. The city
will soon be announcing details of a
town hall-style kickoff meeting to get
this program underway.

I-N-S-I-D-E
this issue

August wasn’t a good month for
crime prevention in Oakridge. But if
you follow these tips, then maybe next
month will be better. Page 2

There’s something for everyone in
the Oakridge Women’s Club. Rebecca
Chanez wants to tell you all about the
group and why you should join. Page 3

Are you good about exercising? Or
do you find it hard to stay motivated?
Maybe you should think about starting
a walking group. Page 4

Are you new to the neighborhood, or
do you know somebody who is? You
should read about all the great things
the Welcome Committee does to greet
our new neighbors. Page 5

If you’re looking for a good snack,
try this newsletter’s recipe for Oatmeal
Fruit Bars. Page 6

Insects can launch an aerial attack
on outdoor event. Learn how you can
avoid the summer nuisances. Page 7

Please don’t miss this occasion. You
will have a great time and get a chance
to hear this strategy firsthand, from the
city planners themselves. Your neigh-
bors will also enjoy this special event
planned for their enjoyment. Please
mark October 5 on your calendar. Social
starts at 6:30 p.m.

We had many members volunteer to
help this year. We are appreciative!
Margaret Fowler opened her home to
entertain these volunteers, and an out-
standing party was organized. The vol-
unteers learned about the ongoing ONA
activities of various committees and
district directors. Oakridge covers a siz-
able area, and we try to help everyone.
Please volunteer. No helping hand is too
small.

I want to thank you for calling and e-
mailing Don Pattie, our environmental
director, and I when you see a mal-
functioning sprinkler or landscape light.
Reacting quickly to these problems can
reduce the ONA’s monthly utility bills.

We strive to be good stewards of our
resources while maintaining public
areas which are ultimately the home-
owner’s responsibility. Paper and trash
trapped outside our perimeter wall on
Belt Line Road has become an eyesore
lately. Don is asking for impromptu
trash pickup strolls in this area.

We have been interviewing land-
scape architects for help in creating a
master neighborhood plan. This blue-
print will allow us to work in phases
and maintain a congruent look and feel.

We hope the final outcome will
bring value and delight to our neigh-
borhood for many years. This is a long-
term neighborhood restoration project
which we expect to begin when weather
conditions become a little more favor-
able.

Please introduce yourself at the
October General Membership meeting.
I look forward to seeing you. You may
address your comments to onapresident

@aol.com.

ONA holding contest for meeting attendance

By Sherri Rutherford-Franks
ONA Special Events Coordinator

Invite a non-member
Do-si-do
Win a nice prize
For the most who show

Show up at the October 5 ONA Gen-
eral Meeting at Oakridge Country Club.
The ONA will be awarding a prize to the
member who invites the most non-mem-
bers. An “official scorekeeper” will be
at the door, so be sure to tell your guest
to mention your name.

The meeting will have a little diff-
erent format than usual. Join us at 6:30
for a meet-and-greet time. At 7:15, the
ONA President will introduce our guest
speaker from the City of Garland.

As you have gathered from President
Dollar’s article, this will be one of the
most important meetings in Oakridge
history. Oakridge has been picked for a
City of Garland pilot program about the

future of Garland neighborhoods. You
can be very proud that your neighbor-
hood was chosen for this program.
Since this affects all Oakridge residents,
plan to attend this meeting, and please
invite non-members to this meeting.
You will want to know how this prog-
ram is going to affect you.

After the City of Garland presen-
tation, the ONA will recognize the
prize-winning member. For those you
who like to keep up with what’s going
on in Oakridge, you will be able to pick
up handouts of the ONA financial
status, district reports, and committee
reports. The ONA officers and district
directors will be available after the
meeting if you have or need any spec-
ific information.

Volunteer Update
Switch gears, please: By the time
you read this newsletter, the ONA vol-

See Invite on Page 2



